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- BOUTHERN.CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE

CEDAR CREEK METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH

By Claude C. Leitner '

Cedar Creek church is the oldest .

sion—even i.f he was Ig'noi'ant of Ger-
man and the Germans. But Schmidt
and Repsimann. and certain others of

- these persecuted families, moved over

chureh with a continuous history in .
- nipseed—and. four or five generations

interior South Carolina. Its physical
location is due to the fact*that it was

1.

led—tt- Herroll-and ONAITEETOIT==
thirty years before there was a Co-
. lumbia. That's why it .is nearly a
mile off the main.road today. The
constituent church is even older than
_the neighborhood: it was a formal
continuation of the old Saxe Gotha

built while as yet the main highway

church—which had no legal corporate .
 form of purchase was made from two

existence, but was a very real force
_ for rightecusness in South Carolina
from about-1743 to 1761
on the fly-leaf of an old German

Written .

_Bible which used®to.lie on the dask .

. of the Leitner; Meeting House was an
_early copy of the Adgsburg Confes-

sion dated 1580, so it can truthfully
‘be-told that the tap-root  of this
church runs quite deep. -

But aside fom the respect due lts
antiquity Cedar Creek deserves to live
by reason of the agitation for Prohi-
bition which was actively begun there
in 1812; by reason of the agitation
there in 1817 when Benjamin Woif-

.. ford, ‘George Lsitnet snd -~ Thomas
Rawls were placed upon ‘‘a perma-
nent committee looking toward an
educated ministry’’; by reason of an
agitation that helped Tound & branch
of the Americant Bible Society in
1831; and, by reason of an agitation
there which resulted in the- record
which reads “vyoung: Weaver' (Wae-
_ber) and young Leitner built the first
cotton mill in 8. C. about 1833."

It. will be recalled that. prior to
1775.the Episcopal Church was ‘‘the

established” church in South Caro-
" tion of the Edict of.

lina—and dissenters had a hard time
of it because of that fact. The above
mentioned Saxe Gotha church will
- {airly illustrate-this, In Saxe Gotha
-+ (Lexington) -on the banks of the Sa-
luda-dwelt & number of plous German
::people” who sfermed 4 congregation
which was broken up (n'disgrace by
..a so-called trial of “‘the Waeber here-
. ties." - Itwas alleged that their reli-
gicud Yeaders, Waebel, Scimict and”
«wRepsimann,thad’ misappropriated the
- title of. Fathér, Son and Holy Ghost—
and had actually done to death the
perscn representing the devil, = We
- smile at such nonsense; but they ac-
-‘tually:-hanged :+Waeber for it. When
they had taken him to Charleston and
as. we ,would say:today “railroaded”
him through-the-Court, Jacob Wae-
ber, “imprisoned and. ironed” signed
a Confessioniworth going to the Char-
leston .library -to see.. There is not
-a German. expression in it—and Wae-
_ber was as German as saeur kraut.
.Even the nouns and principal words
are not capitalized. ,The rector of a
certain church in Charleston ceriain-
Jy knew how; to write: a; good confes-
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: off ‘place’; or,

.Broad, River and.settled in._the Cedar ..

.Creek. neighborhood—where  Schmidt
was.-Smith and Repsimann.was Tur-

of their. descendants have. gwapf the

took to meet the Heeds of their day. -
But the numerous Nipper,, Leitner, .

Kilgo and Turnipseed. preachers

which . have literally covered  South |
Carolina* and’ Florida" are and have .

been of the same grade of ‘“‘heretics.”
So it came about that in 1762 a

Sachems by the.names of John-May-
the-Fourth and. Harry-up-the-Grove

and a log building about 16'x30’ with .

a dirt floor was erected here under
the pastorate.of the, :Rev. John
Nicholas Martin. * No oneiseems to
know today what the German name

of the church was, but'in-1788 it was ..
duly incorporated by the South Caro- .

- lina legislature as “The German Pro-

testant: Church of Appii ‘Forum, Ce- ..
(Appii- Forum' meant to -

dar Creek".

_the minds of that day ‘the jumping

and take courage’—depending. upon

~the viewpoint.). But strict/ Luthéran-

i

__others were
~and sll hell could not change a one .

" the Martins, . Hamiters, .Wenigheims :

ism was losing out to the Réfotmed—
ard to another strong element in the
Church which deserves mnotice—and
for some years:Cedar. Creek church

was known as DuBard’s Presbyterian .

Church on Cedar Creek. . i

The DuBards;- Pulliques , (Pol-
locks), LeFobres, (LeFevres), Levars
(Levers), Nates, Denkins and a few
“Calvinistic Presbyters

of 'em.”,. Their foreparents had been
driven out of France by the Revoca—
Nantes.’ They
had settled in the Sarre’ valley’ aac Lan -
dau, Zweibruecken and about, where
they had been old world neighbors of ..

(Wlllmgiuma) Leiiners et al. Lan- !
dau” meana for us'a cerlain type' of
buggy. ” Wi‘len the’ g!‘andson o 'Bh

‘ the Rev. .Tohrf'N Martm died 1A 1860

“ _at the é.ge "o 91-Lhis’ deth $asdn-

S

nounced in thése w’o‘rd‘s‘, A Taekddly;
Robert" Martfﬂ tﬁw best  wheelwright
in South’ Cdrolids s dead”—ahd *81d

By

“Captain Hamiter’s reputation as a

“cn”!nga builder of no mesn

{ Creel néighborhood, 17 '

worth
still lived at’ thik moh‘lenﬂ in the Cecar
ey

-~Then along cdme’ Asbury on his old
red horse.' He had his saddle bags,

- one-clean shirt and two dollats:ahd

thirleen. dérits: ~He-'stayed all'night

* with a man named Bookter six miles
'above Columbia—and was charged

$1.60 for hitidelf and horse. .. ““and
he said so much about that that.dld
Bookter afterwards rode . to .Ceda.r

" Creek Church:'every 'Lord's ,.day.”
i The Bishop writes that there was only
* one clearing froom Bookter's:to- Ce-
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4 Va mistake. .

‘where we thank God .-

. dar Creek Church...I think that was
But he was not mistaken
‘about the .sticky, ,red mud; nor, the
r;noughing of the innumerable tall
.pmes—and the ginging of the velvely
throated mocking .birds (which he
_said had larger souls than the ent
, congregation at Cedar. Creek church)
He certainly saw the millions of deg-
.awood . blessoms, the. brilliant , wood-
. bine and the .yellow jasmine
was, “everyhere.”” The goirg was so
. slow, the road so’.dark and ths.way
'go-lonesome that the Bishop thought
' he must have missed the church. But
in that ‘“omly clearing” ©on Nippers
_branch;, he gat a boy to

. which

|
!

‘Methodist preacher to. go out irom

..Cedar Creek .churchuy ;-
.+1 The official record is that the Bxsh-
..op preached that. day-forifour-hours.
:Asa matter of fact he'did mot. ; Tra-
dition says he did preach ‘'a very
', powerful sermon’ ’and after McCon-
-nell, DuBard and. Wyrlck had been
heard at great length-the Bishop took
.ianother text -and exhorted so ‘cog-
ently, pointedly with logic and grace
from om high. that.when he sal down
i (fully .fouri hours after he tock hig
. first text, no doubt), a.tall and saint-
zly looking gentleman~with a  high
forehead and a long beard came slow-
-ly and reverently to. the altar follow-
ed: by wellnigh the, entire congrega-
tion” and.John Levar said “Sir, |
.doubt’ not we all wish-to- serve God
, and. our fellow man in the most ac-
ceptable way  possible.” From that
. moment Cedar Creek church has been
v ur:swrarﬂnglyvmethodimwvmorwwer.
the:classes or bands.under DuBard,
McKinstree, Wyrick and Leitner were
of such’ distinct_types..of -faith that
“they: were; Hermannists ‘(Arminian)
dnd: did not.:merge fully: with the Cal-
.. vinistie classes:~umtil-: 1817—and
. .neither, did" the.i class - under Me-
Kinstree—Clavinistict.too, but Knox.
diwA list of the members in society at
«Cedat -Creek church in- 1793 was in
existence in 1845. -But it was in Ger-
~manand - “so: near -undecipherable”
..-thist -asfew pages were torn'out znd
setheiold bookw usedsasi:a:record  of
\births and baptismsbas Ldoubtinot:but
<l the: following istd:are dmong the old-
est-if.f'not: the véry bldest:to,be found

of . “Methodists «in : Good - Standing.”
usThE ligt ot/ the firstv82 names is dated
1817 and: the ssucééeding ~26 names
rddded! are -dated 1818:unnThey r are
't'glven inritheir exﬂctz'order' ns flrst
Lwrittenyorio ,:;\- T
4fqiThomas: MeKinstreeoclaSs ‘leader
iNathan'Céntér, Sterling .C:. Willlam-

{

anywhere in-interior:South. Carolina

u

ke

.nsomyi Nichiolas. . Wyrlokp class:leader, .

Andrew: Smith, s Mary ~Smith,” Mary
‘Gmith Jr., Sarah Pullique, Mary Wil-
liamson, Herman Wyrick, Sally Leit-
\ neri Wyrick,; Katrina Wyrick, Stephen
.. Smith;«William 1 DuBard,  ;Catharine
i-DuBard, - Lewis ' Denkins,ii. Elizabeth -

»Denking, ‘Nancy -DuBard, J-Ef).»\]exhart :

biFetner;*Daniel Gradi¢k, Mary.Gra-
.¢diek,” Mary: Gradick] Jr.«Jacob Har-
1.tin, Jacob'i Leitner, iMargus.: Gradick
.Leitner, ‘George Laitner, Jr, -class
. leader,»Elizabeth - Turnipseed! Leitner,
«Jane McKinstree; Priscilla Nates, Tim

i'othy ‘Reeves,' Marym'Srdith Sarah :
. Smith, and; David Leltner, class lead-"
il 1 o

”

/(.:/'(/"C’? \_( lp‘ W

.

e
|

A

."N' ,.
-'>L )



